
     The Evanston City Cemetery is as old as the 

town itself.  The cemetery clearly reflects key 

aspects of our communityõs history ñ from the 

graves of immigrant coal miners to those of 

prominent political and business leaders to the 

casualties of war and disease.   

  

     This guide will help you discover some of the 

stories of the people who lived here and the 

events that have shaped Evanstonõs history.   

 

If you encounter a funeral in progress 
during your visit, please bypass that 

area and visit another.  Thank you for 
helping maintain a respectful 
atmosphere on the grounds. 



     Evanston was established in 

1868, a few months after the 
tracks of the Union Pacific 
Railroad were laid through 

southwestern Wyoming.  In 1870, 
the railroad made Evanston a 
service point for its steam 
locomotives, assuring the townõs 

future.  North of town, at the community of Almy, were coal mines.  
Ranchers took up land north and south of Evanston.   
 

     By the early 1870s, the town cemetery was already established 

about a mile northeast of the town limits. Within its boundaries, 

separate cemeteries were created in the mid-1870s by the Evanston 
Masonic Lodge and the Evanston chapter of the International Order 
of Oddfellows (IOOF).  A separate Catholic cemetery was 

established sometime after the Catholic congregation was founded in 
1884.  The largest expansion of the cemetery took place in the late 
1930s, when a new section to the east was constructed as a Works 
Progress Administration (WPA) project.  The most recent expansion 

of the cemetery took place in the summer of 2008. 

According to cemetery records, 

the first burial was of Elizabeth 
Seaton, aged one year, in August 
of 1867.  The Seaton family lost 

seven more children over the 
next nine years. 

 A brief history of Evanston  
and its cemetery  

In May 1903, the Town Council appointed Thomas Timmins as 

cemetery caretaker at a salary of $50 a month.  òHis duties to consist 

of keeping all drive ways, fence, and gates in good order, and perform 
any other duties that the Council require.  He shall also be 

empowered with the authority to act as a Marshal, while on duty in 
the Cemetery or City Park, to make arrests for any violation of the 

Town Ordinances pertaining to said Cemetery or Park,  
but nowhere else.ó 


