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Evanston
Community Garden
Come Grow with Us
Community Garden Membership and User Policies and Responsibilities

Our Goal 

The goal of the Evanston Community Garden is to provide community members, of all ages and abilities, a place to garden; to provide community members a place to grow fresh produce; to create a sustainable environment that will benefit from our presence in and contributions to the community; and to educate the community on sustainable, gardening practices. 

Our Values and Action Statement 
We Value…

· Life, and to that end, our community garden will promote the safe use of pesticides and employ natural wild animal repellents. 

· Water, and to that end, our community garden will use techniques designed to carefully monitor water usage and minimize our demands on the watershed.

· Community, and to that end, our garden will be open to anyone in the community who wishes to participate, regardless of age, ability or knowledge. We will endeavor to share our knowledge and techniques with the community. 

· Family, and to that end, our community garden will be a safe, positive environment to grow and learn. 
Our Expression of Purpose
Horticultural

Awareness

Responsibility

Vision

Education
Sustainability

Teamwork
Acknowledgements
The community garden is made possible by the City of Evanston and the Evanston Parks and Recreation District.  It will remain available for public use as long as we all share in its care.
Management and Operation of the Garden
Management and operation of the community garden is coordinated by the City of Evanston in partnership with members of the Evanston Community Garden. The Engineering and Planning Department serves as the lead City department in this effort. Staff members of the Engineering and Planning Department serve in an advisory capacity to the Evanston Community Garden.
All those who have adopted a garden plot are members of the Evanston Community Garden.  A volunteer member-advisor serves as a liaison between the members and the City of Evanston; specifically working closely with the Engineering and Planning Department.
The community garden is a partnership project for the community. The Evanston Community Garden welcomes partnerships with the private and public sectors.  Community organizations, community non-profits, UCSD #1, youth groups, churches, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, Evanston Boys and Girls Club, citizens, and all others are welcome to participate. 

An orientation to the garden, member practices and responsibilities will be given by the advisor.  Prior to beginning to work your plot, verify your plot number and location with the advisor.
Maintenance of the community garden is the responsibility of the members. Any problems or damage, you as a member are unable to resolve yourself, should be brought to the attention of the advisor or the City Engineering and Planning Department.

Hours of Use
Unless otherwise posted, the community garden is available for use each day from sunrise until 9 p.m., April 15th through the end of November. This is a user-friendly garden. From time to time the garden gate may be locked.  The combination for the gate lock is the same as the combination for the shed lock.  The lock tends to stick so push inward on the lock then pull to open it.
Parking

Parking is provided on the north side of the garden.  Please do not park in front of the trash receptacle.
Pathways      

The pathways between garden plots are the primary walking areas.  Be considerate of others and avoid walking on plots which are not yours.
Litter
Waste containers are provided for your convenience.  There is a large bin for trash.  Please take your recyclables with you.  Thank you for removing any other trash that you might see in the garden or parking lot.  

Music
You are free to enjoy music with headphones.

Animals
Please, no pets in the garden.

No Smoking 

Smoking is prohibited in the garden. There is a designated smoking area in the parking lot for you to use.
No Alcohol
Alcohol is not permitted in the garden or parking lot at any time. 

Kids and Parents
Kids, thanks for staying with your family and helping with your garden plot. You and your family will appreciate the joy and benefits of growing your own crops together. It’s a labor of love!

Parents, here are some ideas how you can make gardening fun for your kids:

· Consider setting aside and marking a portion of your garden plot for use by your child or children.

· Consider creating a container garden using a tire stuffed with straw for potatoes, or a small basket or pot hung from a shepherd’s hook. Mark these small container gardens with your child’s name giving them a sense of ownership and pride.
· Consider adopting an adjacent garden plot for your kids and their friends to cultivate and take care of.

Garden Hoses
In the garden, there are frost-free hydrants each with a quad “Y” splitter and public hoses available for shared use. You can bring your own hose with you.  Be courteous in the use of the hydrants and the shared hoses.  We encourage practices which conserve the use of water (i.e. Mulching and compost use).  Roll up the hoses on the hole reel once you are finished using them.
Gardeners can anticipate that water to the frost-free hydrants will be turned off the first part of October or earlier, depending on when the Parks and Recreation Department winterizes irrigation systems in City parks. Please plan to provide your own water after this time.  

You can create a drip watering system for your garden plot.  During use, your on-site presence will be required. The Evanston Community Garden shall first approve a drip watering system prior to installation of the system. 
If you use a sprinkler or hose to water your garden plot, you must be present during watering.  Do not leave a sprinkler or hose unattended. This wastes water, causes over-watering, or can lead to flooding of adjacent garden plots.  Verify all valves are off, once you have finished watering.
Equipment Shed and Tools

The public equipment shed contains hoses and tools for shared use.  As a member, it is your responsibility to keep the shed cleaned, swept and organized.

You are responsible for bringing your own garden tools with you.  Do not store your personal tools in the equipment shed. If you do, know that the tools can be used by other garden users. 
Small, battery powered tools can be used in the garden. There is no electricity in the garden area. 

If you are the last user in the garden, please lock the shed before you leave.  
Garden Plots
Garden plots are illustrated on the garden site plan. The fee to Adopt-A-Plot is $25 for a standard, $35 for a group garden plot, $25 for a raised garden plot, and $15 for any additional standard garden plot. Raised garden plots have a height of approximately thirty inches and are available for adoption by seniors, aged 60 and over; and by differently-abled persons.
If you have adopted a garden plot during a previous season, you will have preference in adopting the same garden plot for the next season.  A new Adopt-A-Plot application must be submitted, and the Adopt-A-Plot fee paid no later than March 10th.  Garden plots can be re-adopted for the next garden season beginning in January. If a garden plot is not re-adopted and the Adopt-A-Plot fee is not paid by March 10th, the garden plot will be available for adoption by others on a first-come, first-served basis.
Adopt-A-Plot applications can be printed from the City website (www.evanstonwy.org).   Applications and the fee are accepted at the Engineering and Planning Department located at 33 Allegiance Circle. 
Please make your check payable to the City of Evanston.
Garden plots are marked with metal numbers on the plots wooden outer border.  Work within your defined garden plot and be considerate of adjacent garden plots. 

If you are uncertain of the location of the garden plot, please contact the advisor.
Vegetables, herbs, flowers, cold weather crops, and similar plants can be planted. Illicit plants shall not be planted.  Please try to maintain plants and plant support structures at a height of approximately 54 inches or less. If you are planting tall plants, please plant them in the center area of your garden plot. Please be sensitive to the shadow impact tall plants, support posts, and other support structures can have on adjacent garden plots.  

You are responsible for maintaining your garden plot and the pathways bordering your plot. Garden plots and paths shall be kept reasonably free of weeds. Please collect your garden harvest in a timely manner to minimize decay, odor and pests. Except for cold weather crops, try to have your crop harvest collected by the first part of November.  All crops, including cold weather crops, shall be collected by the end of November and ensure that your garden plot is cleared of plants and cleaned by the end of November, in order that garden plots are ready for the next year’s garden season.  Direct any questions or concerns to the advisor.
Any adopted garden plot that has not been planted by July 1st, has not been reasonably maintained, has not been watered, has become overgrown with weeds, has been neglected, contains wilted, dying or dead plants, or constitutes similar conditions, shall be considered abandoned or a nuisance. 

The Evanston Community Garden shall contact the garden plot user about these conditions. The garden plot user will have ten calendar days to correct the situation. If corrections are not made within this time frame and after having given written notice to the garden plot user, the garden plot will be forfeited for further use.  A refund of the Adopt-A-Plot fee will not be considered.  The garden plot will then be available for adoption by another willing gardener.
If you anticipate being temporarily unable to maintain your plot because of vacation, work commitments, health considerations or other similar measures, please advise the Evanston Community Garden advisor regarding who will care for your garden plot during your temporary absence.   

Compost Pile
Please, only place weed free garden waste from your garden plot in the compost pile. Trash and debris are not compostable. Do not discard rocks or soil in the compost pile. Use the trash bin for pulled weeds.  Members should distribute any rocks to the rock pile and soil to the top soil area.
Port-A-Potty
The Port-A-Potty in the parking lot is provided for your convenience.  Members are responsible for maintaining its basic cleanliness. 
Informational Kiosk
An informational kiosk is located at the entrance into the community garden. The kiosk will include community garden information.  Gardeners are asked to assist in keeping the garden entry area and communal areas of the garden clean, watered and free of weeds and trash.
Volunteer Time
Those who have adopted garden plots are requested to volunteer at least four hours per month to help with ongoing maintenance of the community garden.  Contact the Evanston Community Garden advisor for a list of garden work tasks and to schedule your volunteer time to benefit the well-being of the community garden. 
Personal Responsibility
All gardeners are responsible for their own actions. The Evanston Community Garden, the City of Evanston, and the Evanston Parks and Recreation District shall be held harmless for any liability, damage, loss or claim that occurs in connection with use of the community garden by any garden user, their guests, or by any other person.
6

