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Landscaping Requirements
§ 24-36Landscaping requirements.
[Amended by Ord. No. 85-7; 7-20-2004 by Ord. No. 04-09; 4-4-2006 by Ord. No. 06-03]

A. Purpose.

(1) The purpose of landscaping requirements is to provide information and details which will enable property to be landscaped in a reasonable manner. There is an economic and aesthetic value to landscaped areas. Plant materials add value to property. Attractive, well-designed landscaped areas enhance the appearance of property. Landscaping impacts the physical environment through microclimatic considerations such as humidity, shade, and cooling. Landscaping impacts the sensory environment through visual and olfactory considerations. Plant materials absorb carbon dioxide and release oxygen, filter dust and dirt particles from the air, function as buffers for noise and visual considerations, and provide habitat for wildlife.

(2) The Evanston area is part of an arid, high-desert region. Water conservation, drought-tolerant plant materials, the use of non-living materials, and xeriscaping are important considerations. Xeriscaping is the practice of water and energy conservation through good planning and design that offers practical lawn areas, provides for efficient irrigation, improves soil, encourages the use of mulches and low-water-demand plants, and employs wise maintenance practices.

(3) Landscaping requirements promote these practices and the maintenance of landscaped areas. Well-designed landscaped areas following the requirements of this section will promote the general welfare of the community.
B. General requirements.

(1)  Residential land uses, not reviewed under planned unit development procedures or reviewed as a single-family attached or a multifamily development with more than two dwelling units, are exempt from the provisions of this section.
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